
 

 

Salish Sea MINI Motoring Club -  ssmini.org 

Northwest MINI  

"Northwest MINI is Washington State's premier MINI dealership. Our commitment to customer service is second to none. We 

have been around since 2002 and offer one of the most comprehensive parts and service departments in the automotive indus-

try. Our knowledgeable Motoring Advisors can answer almost any question thrown at them! Our primary concern is the satisfac-

tion of our customers, which is why we were awarded the Western Region MINI Motoring Cup in 2009 for #1 in  

customer satisfaction! 

You can view our online dealership at www.northwestmini.com, which was created to enhance the buying experience for each 

and every one of our internet customers. We have a 'Live Chat' func-

tion that enables you to chat with a Motoring Advisor online too! You 

can schedule a test drive if you haven't driven one of the new models 

yet, such as the Clubman or maybe the new  

Convertible!  

The newest member of the MINI family, the MINI Countryman, is ex-

pected to reach our showroom in March 2011. Please give us a call if 

you are interested and as more information unfolds we will forward it 

on to you!" 

 

 

Salish Sea MINI Motoring Club 

Inaugural Event February 20, 2010 

The Salish Sea MINI Motoring Club inaugural event kicked off on February 20, 
2010 by founding members Don New, Kristin Eberly, Ron Carignan, Pete 
Subitch, Dave Royce and John Pearce at Cutters Point Coffee,  
Tacoma, WA. The event consisted of an overview of the SSMINI vision and a 
review of the club’s website (ssmini.org). Invited guests were given the opportu-
nity to join SSMINI. 
 
Founding members describe SSMINI as ‘MINI Cooper owners, spouses, and enthusiasts who get together whenever we can to 
enjoy each other’s company and the fun we find in driving our MINIs. Most of our get-togethers involve a run or drive that lasts be-
tween one and four hours, followed by some socializing time.’ All attendees welcomed the club forum and found it  
refreshing to be a part of a group of like-minded MINI/Mini enthusiasts. The inaugural meeting concluded with 10 MINIs on a short 
run along the inter-bay of Tacoma followed by lunch in beautiful scenic Steilacoom. Thanks to Pete for leading the run and the 
great weather. 
 
The club runs are usually organized by one of our members who plans a route of two-lane 
twisty roads between a staging point that is easy to find and a restaurant or diner where we 
have a post-run meal and conversation. We also have seasonal parties, membership meet-
ings, and even a yearly ‘Mod Party Barbecue’ where members help each other add beauty 
and/or performance to their MINIs and everyone chows down on good food with great 
friends. SSMINI looks forward to enjoying the ‘MINI experience’ with you and as we always 
say, ‘We Make MINI Motoring Fun!’  
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Vince’s Coffee to Books 4 Cars  

Second Saturday Run  

The run began at Vince’s Coffee in Renton with 15 MINI’s and 1 Mini. It was good to see old friends and meet new ones. Pat (Onramp) 
led the group through Issaquah, Redmond, across the 520 bridge, through the 
Arboretum, and reaching our final destination at Books 4 Cars in Seattle.  

As we approached round-abouts, other drivers were kind enough to allow the 
group to stay together, no bicyclists were run over in the Arboretum area, and the 
tight corner at Genesse was easy for the MINI to navigate.  

The clear sky and brisk air provided beautiful scenery around Lake Sammamish 
and Lake Washington. Special thanks to Don (Kulmini), Dave (MINI Rolls) for 
maps and routing, Ron (Chili-S) and Liz (Agent 99) for keeping the mid-groups 
together.  

Picture provided by Dave (MINI Rolls). 
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A CHECKERED PAST 

Hydroplane and Race Boat Museum and the Miss Budweiser Shop Tours 

The first day of spring brought out five MINIs to visit the only public museum dedicated to powerboat racing.  Besides being able to see 
the boats up close, the museum has many artifacts of the early days of racing and facilities for restoring both boats and engines.  We 
were able to see Slo-Mo-Shun III (limited) and Slo-Mo-Shun IV (unlimited), Miss Budweiser, Atlas Van Lines and the Miss Wahoo that 
was recreated over the last two years from the original design documents. 

Led by Dixon Smith, owner of the Miss Bardahl that raced from 1962 to 1965, we were able to see and hear about the evolution of the 
unlimited powerboats.  Dixon, a retired navigator for United Airlines, has been involved in boat racing since the age of 13 when his dad 
was crew chief of the Miss Seattle.  He had many stories about the drivers and supporters of a sport that we grew up watching from the 
shores of Lake Washington.  

After the museum tour, Dixon led a MINI procession to the shop where the Miss Budweiser operation was headquartered during their 
years of operation and where he stores the Miss Bardahl and works to maintain hydroplanes and the jet engines for customers. The 

shop also has a CNC machine where they are in the process of cutting a forged propeller, 
which takes 60-80 hours to complete (and only lasts about 150 hours). 

After a great morning learning about hydroplanes, we proceeded to the Claim Jumper for 
great food and conversion before heading back home.  We would like to thank Dixon and 
his wife Judy (Linda’s cousin) for two great tours.  Check out the links to the museum 
(www.thunderboats.org) and Miss Bardahl (www.missbardahl.com); both have great pic-
tures on the restoration and recreation of the unlimited boats, but you really have to see 
the restoration of the Bardahl.  If there is interest, there may be an opportunity to have a 
weekend get-away to see some vintage boats during runs at Lake Chelan and Lake 
Coeur d’Alene later this summer/early fall. 

What’s in your Garage?  

 

The SS MINI website has dedicated space for members to create their very own garage without the dirt or clutter of a 
regular garage. A virtual garage allows you to show off your MINI/Mini and explain 
all the cool things you have done to your ride. There is space to list your interior and 
exterior modifications, the power under the bonnet, and the shoes your MINI/Mini 
wears. Take pride in your modifications, project cars, stock items, and share with the 
club. Garages allow everyone to get new ideas for their ride, ask questions about a 
Mod, or just enjoy looking at all the wonderful MINI/Mini’s.  

Owners have full control over their garage and several pictures can be loaded to 
illustrate their hard work. Check out the website garages and get creative with your 
space! 



 

 

In the hot seat this month is Ron Carignan aka Chili-S, one of the founding members of SS MINI and a long time  

MINI/Mini enthusiast. I had the pleasure of interviewing Ron.  

Liz: Hi Ron, tell us where you started out?  
Ron: As one of the early ‘Baby Boomers’, I was born and raised in Tacoma until 
my Junior year in high school when we moved down to the summer property on 
Johnson’s Point beach property my grandparents bought before WWII (you may 
have passed my old bus stop on Winged Victory III) when we expanded ‘The 
Beach House’.  

Liz: I hear you spent some time in the military and love the water.  
Ron: I spent four years in the Navy as an electrician on the aircraft carrier USS 
Constellation during the Vietnam War before going back to school to learn about 
that new fangled ‘programming’ stuff.  I was also a crewmember for a friend who 
drove Formula Fords and Formula Atlantic in SCCS and ICSCC. 

Liz: Is there a spouse, kids, pets, or houseplants lurking in the background?  
Ron: Linda and I will celebrate 39 years of marriage this June and have two adopted children - Courtney, who was married to Dan 
Ireland last October (he married her even after being her navigator for three Winged Victory rallies), and Chad who, when he’s not 
snowboarding or bartending, is in his third year at Central Washington University. 

Liz: Let’s get down to MINI business. Why did you choose a MINI? 
Ron: When the MINI first came out, we saw one in Olympia and knew I had to have one.  On January 25, 2003, Linda and I placed our 
order and nine months and nine days later, we drove Chili-S off the lot. Chili-S now has almost 117,000 miles on the clock averaging 
51.2 miles per day and gets 26.7 miles per gallon.  

Liz: What qualifies as your favorite MINI drive? 
Ron: The first road trip with ‘Chili-S’ was when we went down the Oregon coast into the Redwoods to Crater Lake and back north 
through Central Oregon.  The only time we saw I-5 was to go under it south of Toledo and then from Grants Pass to Gold Hill (17.8 
miles) on the way to Crater Lake.  On that trip, Linda was the first one to go over 100 mph (am I supposed to say that?) when she 
passed a Cadillac. 

Liz: In your experience, what is the most debated MINI topic amongst your peers? 
Ron: The best MINI color is often debated. I like the Chili Red/White combination, however if MINI ever comes out with Connaught 
Green, like the JCW World Championship Special Edition, Chili-S would become Linda’s car.  

Liz: It is time to revisit a bad memory. What is the worst thing that has happened to your MINI? 
Ron: I have a thing about door dings from parking lot idiots, so about 99% of the time you will find Chili-S out on the last row in a cor-
ner of a parking lot (always make sure you cover one flank).  I was having a beer with Courtney after work one Friday and she asked 
me what happened to the car?  Huh!  Some idiot had pushed in the left front corner. It was only about a 1.5-inch long and 1.0 high 
oval, but they also cracked the wheel liner, side light and put a slight buckle on the bottom of the bonnet. 

Liz: On a better topic, what is your dream job? 
Ron: I have it, although I am available to drive MINIs around the country if someone is foolish enough to hand over their keys.  I would 
really like to drive the Dragon. 

Liz: Would you rather live in a tent on the beach or in your MINI? 

Ron: It would have to be on the beach. You cannot eat any food in the MINI. 

Liz: What do you hope to achieve in six months? 
Ron: Get my garage cleaned out.  Of course, I have had the same hope for years, 
but you never know. 

Liz: Who influenced your life (good or bad)? 
Ron: My dad is a retired carpenter who is a real craftsman.  However, what influ-
enced me most are his work ethics and his eye for detail. 

Liz: TV Show that most resembles your life? 
Ron: ‘Leave it to Beaver’.  I will leave it up to you to figure out if I am Wally or ‘The 
Beav’. 
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THE AUDIENCE WANTS TO KNOW... 



 

 

 

SALISH SEA MINI MOTORING CLUB EVENTS 
 

May 9 - Griot’s Garage Car Care Clinic, 10am  

             3333 South 38th Street, Tacoma, WA 98409 

May 30 - Monthly SS MINI Members Meeting, 11am NW MINI in Tacoma. 

June 12 - 13+ Miles of Yard Sales, 8am-5pm 

June 12 - Second Saturday Coffee and Run (TBD) Visit our website for updates. 

June 26  - SS MINI Mod Party 

June 27 - Monthly SS MINI Members Meeting, 11am NW MINI in Tacoma. 

June 28 - July 1, MINI Meets West at Pendiction, B.C., Canada 

July 3 - Pacific Northwest Historics, Gates open at 8:30am Pacific Raceways,  

              Kent, WA.  

July 10 - Second Saturday Coffee and Run (TBD) Visit our website for updates. 

July 24 - 22nd Annual All British Field Meet 

July 25 - Monthly SS MINI Members Meeting, 11am NW MINI in Tacoma. 

 

For more details visit our website at ssmini.org 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

Salish Sea  

MINI Motoring Club 

30415 48th Ave S 

Roy, WA 98580  

 

www.ssmini.org 

MINI PLAYGROUND 

CLUB SPONSORS 

 
GOMINIGO 

Monday-Friday 9:00 – 5:00 
Olympia, WA 98606 

877.652.2563 
10% Discount on Product 

GoMiniGo.com 
 

------------------------------------------ 
 

MINI Madness 
2092 NW Aloclek Dr 

Suite 509 
Hillsboro, OR 97124 

503.644.6463 
971.327.7031 (FAX) 
MiniMadness.com 

 
------------------------------------------ 

 
Northwest MINI 

3901 20th St E 
Tacoma, WA 98424 

877.271.3180 (Sales) 
253.517.2600 (Service) 

10% Discount on Product 
NorthWestMini.com  

http://www.mini-madness.com/

